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God showed His love for us by saving us. We show our love for Him through our actions
toward Him and toward others. The most important thing God said we could ever do is to
love Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. The next greatest commandment is to
love our neighbors as ourselves. What does that look like as we respond to God? As we
respond to others?

Where Am I Today?
1) What does it look like to love your neighbor? To whom in your life do you need to be
a neighbor?

Into the Bible
2) The religious leader (lawyer) having a discussion with Jesus in Luke 10:30-37
already knew the most important commandments in the Bible. However, he
misunderstood their application. Loving your neighbor applies much more broadly
than he thought. Read the passage above and write down different peoples’ reactions
to the man who was attacked. When and how have you identified with each person
(both the religious leaders and the Samaritan)? How were they applying, or not
applying, the second greatest commandment?
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3) The Bible is full of contrasts between knowing what’s right, and following through with
that knowledge. Read the following passages. What are the benefits of obeying God
with your actions? What are the dangers of not following through with your actions?
a. Matthew 7:24-27
b. Luke 8:19-21
c. Galatians 5:13-14
d. James 1:22-25
e. James 2:14-20

How Does This Apply?
4) The lawyer was trying to justify himself. He believed he was loving people the way he
was called to, and he hoped Jesus would agree. He wanted a pat on the back, but
instead he got further instruction. It turns out he wanted to love his friends, but did
not want to love his neighbors. The truth is that we’re all like the lawyer. Where do
you try to justify yourself instead of submitting to the Bible?

5) An important aspect of loving God is being generous to others. This is frequently a
response to what Mike Madding called a “gut punch of compassion.” When you give to
help “your neighbors,” you’re honoring and loving the God who made them in His
image. Who are some people in your life that you could be generous to, either with
your time, assistance, or resources? How can you do that this week?
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Digging Deeper: Going Further on Your Own
6) Jesus didn’t answer the lawyer’s question. He wasn’t trying to be rude or sidestep it.
He simply recognized that the lawyer was asking the wrong question. He asked,
“Who is my neighbor?” He should have asked, “How can I be a neighbor to people in
my life?” He asked the wrong question because he had the wrong motives. We all do
the same thing with our improper motives. We ask questions that we think make us
look good, but they actually make us look manipulative and/or permissive.
Check out the following passages where Jesus corrects more wrong questions. How
is knowing who your neighbor is different from knowing how to love your neighbor?
What are some of the wrong questions you’ve asked in your life? How can
understanding how God has loved you help you ask the right questions?
Matthew 21:23-27
Matthew 16:1-3
Matthew 22:15-22

	
  

John 4:19-24
Matthew 19:3-9
Matthew 22:23-33

