
  

  

 

WEEK TWO: GOD IS WRITING YOUR STORY – Study Guide 
 
By Dan Roseman 
May 25, 2013 
 
If you know Jesus, it’s because He entered your story. He always initiates—our job is to 
respond. Remembering what your life was like before you met Jesus can be an 
encouragement to you, and a help for others. Think about the way Jesus entered your story 
as you read about His interaction with the woman at the well.  
 
 
 
Where Am I Today? 

1) What was your story like when Jesus first entered? Were you caught off guard, 
overwhelmed, or excited? Or, did you feel intruded upon at first? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Into the Bible  

2) The woman at the well thought she was having a normal day. She was getting water 
in the middle of the day to avoid everyone else—but then Jesus entered her story. 
Read John 4:7-15 to watch the beginning of their encounter. How does He begin the 
conversation? How does her opinion of Him seem to morph in this passage? 
 
 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:7-15&version=ESV
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3) In John 4:16-26 Jesus masterfully pointed out the woman’s sin and then told her 
good news. Look at how He spoke with her, and how He addressed both in a way 
that was compelling. How did that change the tone of the conversation? How is the 
woman like a lot of Americans? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4) Check out the woman’s response in John 4:28-30 and how her reaction affected her 
community in John 4:40-41. Why was she so excited? How did other Samaritans 
respond to her story? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How Does This Apply?  

5) What is your story? Is it a neat tidy story, a story with some bumps, or are you 
amazed that you’re still alive? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:16-26&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:28-30&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:40-41&version=ESV
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6) Jesus knows just as much about you as He did about the woman at the well. Just like 
her, He’s offering salvation to you also—no matter what your past looks like. How will 
you respond?  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

7) Everyone has a next step of obedience. For the woman at the well, it was telling 
others in her community about Jesus. What is yours? Have you put your faith in 
Jesus? Have you started telling others about Jesus? Have you been baptized? When 
are you going to follow through with your next step? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps 

If you are a Jesus follower, but haven’t yet been baptized, it’s your next step. The 
next Baptism Celebrations are coming up on the weekend of June 22 and 23 at all 
four Regional Campuses. You can sign up by emailing baptism@covechurch.org. 

If you want to know more about baptism, Taking the Plunge classes are available at 
all four Regional Campuses as well. These classes cover the basics of what baptism is 
all about. You can register online at www.covechurch.org/baptism. 

Upcoming Taking the Plunge Classes: 

Catawba Valley Campus, North Mecklenburg Campus and Statesville Campus 
Sunday, June 9  Following the 11:15 am service 
  
Mooresville Campus 
Monday, June 10  7:00 pm 
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Continue Learning on Your Own 

8) Nobody liked Samaritans. Jews didn’t like them because they were part Gentile (non 
Jew), and Gentiles didn’t like them because they were part Jewish. Samaritans were 
from the region of Samaria. This region included the city of Samaria, which was the 
capital of Israel during the period of the divided kingdoms from roughly 931 BC until 
722 BC (when Israel was two different countries: Israel and Judah). Israel, which was 
the northern nation, was conquered and its people were exiled by Assyria in 722 BC. 
Assyria kicked the Israelites out of Samaria and brought in people from Babylon, 
Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim. However, some Israelites stayed behind and 
intermarried with the other people groups. That’s how the Samaritans came to be. 
 
Samaritans were obviously of mixed ethnic heritage, but they also mixed religious 
practices. They had their own version of the Old Testament, their own temple on 
Mount Gerizim, and their own version of Israelite history. They also mixed their 
religious practices with those of the foreigners who were brought in. This explains 
why the woman at the well had a different view of Old Testament faith and practice 
than Jesus did. How was the Jews' hatred for Samaritans similar to racial (and other) 
tensions in modern America? How is it different? 
 

 

 


