	
  

Week Four: Something Bigger Than Me – Study Guide
By Josh Miller
February 1, 2014
Have you ever tried to live up to someone’s expectation but couldn’t do it? All of us have
fallen into that trap at times. Placing God, rather than people’s opinion, at the core of your
decision-making causes you to put greater reliance and trust in Him. As you place less value
on your and others' expectations, Jesus becomes bigger than you and more visible for others
to see.

Where Am I Today?
1) God’s calling is not about earthly comfort, but taking comfort in knowing that His
calling for your life is real. What’s something that you’re trusting God for today that’s
making you uncomfortable?

Into the Bible
2) There’s a great example from Jesus’ life when He trusted God’s way even when He
knew it would come with unmet expectations from people. Read Luke 4:14-30. In
what way did Jesus see God wanting to do something bigger through Him, rather
than just appeasing the crowd in the moment?
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3) Trust is key in following the plan God has for your life, even when you want to go in a
different direction. Sometimes it even comes when you can’t make sense of it all, or
the road ahead seems precarious. Read Proverbs 3:5-7. What kind of relationship
does God want with you?

4) It is easy to veer away from the direction that God would have you go when you rely
on your own wisdom or experience. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-10. What’s the
difference between relying on earthly wisdom and trusting God’s power? Why might
relying on God’s power seem unconventional to others?

How Does This Apply?
5) Sometimes it’s easy to give in to the pressure of the crowd even when you know it’s
not what God has called you to do. Allow God’s Spirit to fuel your direction rather than
seeking man’s approval. There will always be a naysayer distracting you from your
calling. What expectation(s) are you facing, or have faced, that might be dragging
you in one direction, yet knowing God might be directing you differently?
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6) God wants to do something through you that’s bigger than you can see or imagine.
Trust God’s voice through times of unmet expectations of the people around you. In
what ways are you faithfully trusting God’s power rather than your own wisdom?

7) Throughout this series, we have been talking about change and what that looks like in
our lives. Hopefully, you’ve allowed God to identify some areas where you have
started to change. Remember, God is more about changing you than He is about
changing your circumstances. Have you seen your heart begin to change throughout
this series? Why or why not?

Continue Learning on Your Own
8) Sometimes following God means living contrary to what makes sense to the people
around us. It’s easy to forget that you don’t need man’s approval if God has already
approved what He wants you to do. You don’t work to get approval. You work
because God has already approved you. Read Galatians 1:6-10, 2 Timothy 2:15
and Colossians 3:23-24. How does your life currently reflect these verses?

	
  

